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Monday 20th April 2026 

Dear Parents/Carers of Marine Academy Primary Year 4 pupils, 

 

Each term, we send you a letter to let you know what your child will be learning about in each subject. 

This term, Year 4 will be learning about Vikings in their History lessons and will find answers to the 

following questions before using their knowledge to produce an end of unit piece: 

 
1.  Why did the Vikings invade Britain? 

2.  What happened at Lindisfarne in 793? 

3.  Why did Alfred sign a treaty with Guthrum? 

4.  Were the Vikings the first Europeans to discover 

the Americas? 

5.  Who were the Norse Gods? 

6.  Did King Cnut try to stop the tide from coming in? 
 

 

The Vikings came from all around Scandinavia (where Norway, Sweden and Denmark are today). 

They sent armies to Britain around the year 700AD to take over some of the land, and they lived here 

until around 1050. Even though the Vikings didn’t stay in Britain, they left a strong mark on society – 

we’ve even kept some of the same names of towns. They had a large settlement around York and 

the midlands, and you can see some of the artefacts from that today. A knowledge organiser, 

sharing all of the information that the children will learn about in their History lessons, is attached. 

Please feel free to use this with your child to develop their knowledge and understanding at home. 
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In Science, children will learn about adaptations. They will study the adaptations that 

animals have to survive in a hot/cold environment. The children will explore the 

adaptations that nocturnal animals possess and they will learn about how living organisms 

are adapted to live underwater. 

 

In English, the children will be learning about Myths and 

Legends through the text ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’ by 

Joe Todd-Stanton and explanation texts using the ‘Book   

of   Bones   10   Record-breaking   Animals’   by Gabrielle 

Balkan and Sam Brewster. While in Whole Class Reading 

sessions, they will be studying ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by 

Cressida Cowell. 
 

In Maths, children will learn about decimals, money and time. In RE, the children will explore the 

question ‘How and why do people mark the significant events of life?’ and in SMSC (Spiritual, Moral, 

Social and Cultural education) the children will learn about ‘Being My Best’. 

 

In Art lessons, the children will be applying knowledge of colour mixing and 

painting techniques to create a painting, while in Spanish, they will recall their 

previous learning on colours, animals and food and will learn to ask and 

respond to questions such as ‘What do you want?’ and ‘I want…’.   

 

In Computing, the children will be designing and creating a game on Scratch, using the 

programming skill of repetition. 
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This term, PE will take place on Thursdays - children should wear their PE kit to school on this day 

please.  

 

If you ever have any questions about this learning, please email year4@marineacademy.org.uk. We 

are really looking forward to another great term ahead! 

 
Yours Sincerely, 

Mrs Louise Impey                   Miss Chloe Whitby 

Teacher                                  Teacher
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